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Marla loved words. She loved how they could tell stories or make people smile. But Marla
was shy. She didn’t like talking in front of the class or being the center of attention.
One day, while Marla was in the library, she opened a book about cats and found
something surprising. A small piece of paper slipped out. It said, “You’re one of a kind, and
the world is lucky to have you!” There was a doodle of a rainbow on it. Marla smiled. The
note made her feel warm inside, like sunshine on a chilly day.
“Who left this?” Marla wondered. She looked around but didn’t see anyone.
Later that night, Marla kept thinking about the note. What if I made notes like this? she
thought. Maybe I could make someone else smile, too.

The First Notes
The next morning, Marla got out her markers and some colorful paper. She drew a star
and wrote:
“You’re a star—don’t forget to shine!”
Then she made another:
“Mistakes are proof you’re learning—keep going!”
Marla felt excited as she carefully folded the notes. She tucked one into a library book
about dinosaurs. Another went into her classmate Lily’s desk, and one slipped into her
friend Daniel’s locker.
Marla didn’t tell anyone about the notes. She liked the idea of them being a secret
surprise.

A Tough Day for Jack
That afternoon, Marla saw Jack sitting alone by the window. Jack usually loved to joke
and laugh, but today he looked sad.
When Jack went to get a pencil from the supply shelf, he found a folded piece of paper.
He opened it slowly. Inside, it said:
“You’re a star—don’t forget to shine!”
Marla saw him smile, just a little. He tucked the note into his pocket and sat up straighter
in his chair. Marla felt her heart leap. It worked! she thought.
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Doubts Begin
For a few weeks, Marla kept leaving her notes in library books, desks, and lockers. But
after a while, she started to wonder: Do these notes even matter? What if nobody
cares? What if they don’t even read them?
Marla felt like giving up. She put her markers away and stopped making notes.

The Kindness Ripple
One day, Marla noticed something strange. On her desk was a note she didn’t write. It
said, “Kindness is your superpower—use it often!” There was a doodle of a superhero
cape.
Marla looked around. “Who did this?” she whispered.
Then, Marla started to notice other notes popping up. There was one on the class bulletin
board. Another was stuck to the whiteboard. Even the teacher found one in her lesson
plan book. Soon, everyone was talking about the notes.
“Did you get a kindness note yet?” Lily asked Marla one morning.
Marla just smiled.

The Big Surprise
At the end of the month, their teacher, Mrs. Green, made an announcement. “We’ve had
so many kindness notes lately,” she said. “It’s wonderful to see how these little messages
are brightening our school. So, I’ve created a ‘Kindness Corner’ where we can all share
notes for each other!”
The whole class cheered.
That afternoon, Jack came up to Marla. He held out the note he found weeks ago. “Did
you write this?” he asked.
Marla blushed. “Maybe,” she said quietly.
Jack smiled. “I was having a bad day, but this made me feel better. Thanks, Marla.”
Marla’s heart filled with joy. Her notes did matter!

A Celebration of Kindness
At the end of the month, the school held a special event to celebrate kindness. Students
shared stories of how the notes had helped them. Marla didn’t speak, but she felt proud
as she listened. She had started something wonderful.
And from that day on, Marla kept writing notes, knowing that even small acts of kindness
could make a big difference.
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Someone’s smile is brighter
today because of you.

You’re a star—don’t
forget to shine!

Thank you for
being you!

Even cloudy days have
sunshine hidden inside.


